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Prosperitu and Pcverly.

This is the most presperons coun-
iry in the world. Its resources are
the greatest, iis progress of recent
vears the most rapid. The people

who live in it fee! that they are for-;

tanately situated, and they welcome
the industricus alien who desires to
be of their number. There is, how-
ever, another side that is worth con-
sideration.

In a thoughtful work touching the
subject of poverty, Robert Hunter es-
iimates that there are in the United
States 10,000,000 peopie miserably
poor. By this he means those who

either are paupers or having a strug-i

gle to prevent circumstances from
fereing them across the line into the
realm of indigents. One of a pessi-
mistie turn of mind would be inclined
to take a gloomy view of a situation
that shows a2bout one person in eight
elose to hunger or the bread of chari-
ty. However, there are many reasons
for being cheerful even in the pres-
ence of figures rather disheartening.
Much of the poverty is in large
cities, and the population of thirty-
three of these large cities is more
than half of foreign birth. The for-
eigners have crowded in faster than
the problem of distribution could be
worked out. When'the Yact is consid-
ered that the single State of Texas

cculd sustain the whole population |
and then ba less densely settled than |

scme parts of Europe, fretting about
overcrewding seems several centuries
premature.

A scientist described dirt as matter
out of place, and another defined a
weed as a plant of which the use had
not been discovered. Applying the
spirit of these bemign terms to the
human race, conclusion may be
reached tbai the pressing need is for
adjustment, and that this can be
wrought out in season, a mere phase
of social evolution, there is no rea-
son to doubt. An eminent brain spe-
cialist has lately declared that the
brain of the American type now form-
ing from the admixture of bloods is
aestined to be an instance of the high-
est development. Thus it may be
trusted to grapple the problems it may
meet.

There is poverty, just as there is!
There are!

oppression and crime.
wrongs that flourish until an inclina-
tion zarises to deem them permanent.
There are social blemishes, economic
faults, but no final basis has been
reached, and no excuse for despair.
The material is available. There is
needed only justice and common
sense in the fitting of each part of the
structure. Some matter is still “out
of place;” for certain weeds the “use
has not been discovered.”

Prevention of Fires.

An interesting paper in the “Insur-
ance Press” ealls gttention io the
necessity for prevention of fires. It
cites the circumstance, rarely thought

of, that such a conflagration might oc- |

cur as would place the insurance com-

The wisdom of preventing fires does
net need any sustaining  argument.
There is no question concerning it.
In all cities there should be the re-
quirement of non-ccmbustible ma-
terials, ample equipment for fizhting
flames, and such o{hcr precautions as
sugges{ themselves 1o intelligence.

Insurance companies. have 2 right i Mr. and Ogdeil |
o exact a rate in accordance with the | w i
degree of risk. That they have a! Kt tenant
right, at any rate which might i)ezA,f“" ;‘.]4 g g

Tris

“named 1o assume
they could meet
should ocs
ing. The frank declaration that th
are doing this
surprt
urge the use of great precautions, be-
cause they musi feel that over
there hangs the threat of ruin.
the trusting supposition of the

greater than

will be received

Naturally, the

man
who pays for insurance that
to conditions

not ble

impos to per-

form. There arises in the mind of the !

observer not expert in the
wonder that insurance
should. even in advocating

proteciion, have de

an authority
better fire
the

Wanted::CiIZe_;b_Plag.

Nine men out of ten whe work in-

doors suffer for lack of exercise. Five
of the nine are growing fat and the!
other four have indigestion. They

are all marooned and they know it.
What is needed is an ercise that
2 busy man can take withonut thrust-
ing himself into the poorhouse.
He has his livi
takes most of his time to earn it.

ne
ng

So

he cannot journey twenty miles away |

from his desk for Lalf an hour’s play.
He has his famwily tc keep, and

provided the demand |
, is very far from appear-! ¢,

companies !

them | °
It is |

the con- |
cern accepiing his money binds itself !

matter.a

admission | ¢

to earn, and it

| probably it takes every cent he can
! earn to keep it. So ne cannot buy polo
i ponies or 2d $20 on a golf outfit.

about all his
So he must find

! associates, and it takes
! mentality to do it.

weil as his body.
In other words, the av €
! sional man needs cheap play.

Now, piay is today the most expen-

sive commodity in the market. Also
j it is the scarcest. Golf., which many
{ mea think most hearly meets their

need, requires a long irip to the coun-
try, a considerable ouifit at the start,
and is expensive to maintain. The

the middle of the
! man at the desk is neck-deep in fig-
ures or swallowed up by scme other
work: and the maintenance of his
golf outfit carries with it club dues

ienough to clothe at least one of his|
Golf might do; but it does!

children.
not.

i
i
|
jcentury? The regl genius who is
ready to deal with real difficulties and

| not merely to toy with balloons or

| imitate old Dr. Franklin by playing!

j with electricity?

{ If anybedy knows where he is let
i him speak up.
tunity here in the eryving need for ex-
ercise for the display of his most
| magic powers.
ten wiil hail\him as the master spirit
of the age.

Insurance Gambling.

Advices from London state that
thousands of pounds are being paid to
underwriters there for insurance pol-
icies on the life of the Czar. The rate

within a short time.

This sort of insurance is gambling,

pure and simple.
there cannot be any form of gambling
which can be decried. It is worse
than betting on horse races, the turn
of a card, the outecome of election.
Leaving all cuestions of morals aside,
{ it should be forbidden as a matier of
1!public weal. /
{ The writer of the policy bets that
the Czar will live a certain period.
The payer of the premium bets that
the Czar will die within the specified
time. To imagine such conditions re-
sulting as would make the death of
the subject financially desirable is not
a difficult mental process.

Insurance of babies has led to in-
creased infant mortality. Insurance

for themselves a state of widowhood.
Insurance of a ruler, the stakes at is-
sue reaching into the millicns, appears
at exactly a similar status.

a coarse and repellent style of specu-
lation. They do not argue any fine
sense of decency, but the mere con-
templation of them is shocking.

. Points in Paragraphs.

Mr. Addicks meets with disfavor. No-
body waunts to spoil a good piliaw for
him.

Mutilation of papers in the Congres-
sional Library is not only a crim
it is a mighty mean trick.

e. but
1 ;

f reasonable that P
Filmore Taylor, of Georgetown, will live
long enough to be hanged.

"here are hopes

Clad to learn that yellow journalism
tescued the crew of the Drumetzier. but
sorry and surprised that journalism not

vellow didn’t happen to notice the cir-
! cumstance.
The “New York Times” soon bhe
in the finest newspaper building in the
it No paper could be mors

the good fertune.
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gather evidence more direct.
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Where is the genius of the twentieth!

There is an oppor-|s

And nine men out of |
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CABIET WONEN |

PLAN BEGEPTIONS

Customary Observance of
New Year Day.

LISTS OF THE ASSISTANTS

| Elaborate Furctions Prepared for the
{ Stream of Callers From Oficial
i and Social Circles.

One of the pleasantest the many
| pleasant old customs institut in offi-
cial socieiy is the opening of Cabinet
j homes on New Year Day, that officials

irom the the Gov-
ernment may call upon the heads of their
depariment, eat, drink, and wish them
many happy returns of the day. Recep-
tions are from 2

various brarnches of

o'clock p. m.

This year each woman o7 the Cabinet
the

has vied with
enting an impcsing
most of them
{ the "ass ant s
bend's departr Se
woemen will receive, first

other
of

in pre-

popular
Cabinet

home and then another, aining a
'short time at each.
About the largest reception for Mon-

Gay will be at the home of Speaker Can-
non, where Miss Cannon acts as hostess.
{ She will have to assist her Mrs. Jj. L.
- - -

| 1 of Chicagc her house
H

is

; Mrs. Bout
: Mandell, Mrs, Tay
1 Vanderbark, Miss
rren, M Moore,
| Wright, and the N
{ S
| Assisting Mrs. Hay a! the diplomatic
!bn: kfast in the home of the Secretary
fnr' State 1 be their two daughters,
j Mrs. Payne Whitney and Mrs. James
W. Wadsworth. jr. The only other
women there besides '

diplomats and of the
taries of State, will be Mr
Parsons and M

Mrs. Shaw’s Assistants.

Assisting Mrs. Shaw, wif

e of the Sce-
retary of the Treasury, will be Mrs.
Robert B. Armstrong, VMirs. Charles Hal-

lan Keep, and Mrs. Horace A. Taylor,

wives of the a tanc secretaries of the
Treasury; M Senator Scotl, Mrs.
es Spajpiding, Mrs. Milton Reed,

Conner, wife of Judge Conner, of
; Mrs. Victor Kauffmann, the Misses
TL.oebel of Paris, who are the guests of !
the ItaTign ambassador i

Baroness

anda

1
Miss Perie tnderson, .\liss%
-Martinez, thel
n minister; Mis 'kins, |
aughter of the Senator, ar haw,
her daughter.
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MRS. GEORGE LAW,
New York Society Leader, Who Is the Guest of Senator and Mrs. Elkins.
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Inotated, and wrotle an introduction

Charlott{z Bronte’s Busband.

7 e ]

Mr. Foster's New Book.

The hushand of Chariotte Bronte, Mr. John W. Foster, a Washingtonian,
Nichols, is still living in an ir vilage, { who has had a longer and more varied
the ohiect of much honor and respect{diplomatic career than perhaps any

among a large circle of friends.

other American, with the possible excep-
t

Mr. Nichols has had the unpleasant |tion '.," hn %z:;inr:."‘_:\ ams, has just
task or.den_vi'ng some {Ii-founded gossip grfin‘:r{n(;x@\%lK‘;“;}“‘,(\T(‘:;dum’lf?lx{
concerning his brilliant wife, who died Hage Court” (Houghton. Miffiin & Cop.
A few months after her marriage. The boo containe a brief review of
Among other things it was said that he | U} nts relating o arbitration, up to
discouraged her from writing, a tolally | the convocation of The Hague peaces

untrue statement which Mr. Nichols has
been forced to contradiet again and
again

C. K. Shorter, in the “London Sphere’
now repeats the contradietion. He is an
authority on the and he

Brontes, an-
for,
the Haworth edition of their works
(Harpers), for which Mrs. Humphrey
Ward wrote the prefaces. This edition
includes Mrs. Gaskell's “Life of Char-
lotte Bronte.”

More Crisp Folly.

The wages of sin is alimony.

Of iwo evils choose the prettier.

A fool and his money corrupt good
manners. ; 2

A guilty conscience is the mother of
invention. T
—%rom “Folly for the Wise,”

Iyrn Wells,

by Caro-

Thomas Bailey Aldrich’s New Play.

Thomas Bailey Aldrich has just writ-
ten 2 play which was prodrced at the

Tremont Theater. Boston, by M
N-once O'Neil last month. The title,
“judith of Bethulia~ ‘marks the work

as in part a dramatizatior. of the au-
thor’'s parrative poem, “Judith and Holo-
lines
and passages from the siory. the drama
a distinct work, dealing
incidents and situations
not to be found in the poem or in the

fernes.” Although it contains
is essentially
with characters,
apoeryphal episode which both
pieces were based.

Judith herself is portrayed as a woman
full of tenderness, mercy and refinement,

upon

but who is compelled by religious fervor

and love of country
great daring.

The work has just appeared in book
form through the press of Houghton,
Miffiin & Co., and contains spirited por-
traits of Miss O'Neil in the character of
Judith.

to do a deed of

Ruskin’s Self-Revelatory Letters.
A man's letters to his
cften make his best biography.

friend
Such is

closest

conference; it states the circumstances
under which that conference was called,
ihe appropriateness of The Hague for
such an assembly, and the distinguished
; Personnel and spirit of the conference.
i The present triumph of the prineciple
gOf arbitration in reference to the North
a affair peiween England and Russia,
and the impending action of the Ameri-
can Senate on ?l:'bltration treaties, make

the appearanc# of the present book most
opportune. Foster is president of
the National Arbitration Confereace.
An Editoriai Doll,
Elizabeth Jordan, the editor of “Hare
per’s Bazar.” and author of ““Mary Iver-
sen—Her Book,” was recently asked by
the editer of a Chicage paper to dress
a doll for the bensfit of the poof chil-
dren of Chicago. This “exchange of
editorial courtesies’™ resuited in u dainty
littie personage who, in peint of style
and taste, was quite up to the standard
which the “Bazar” upholds as the ar-
viter of fashion. To the girls who read
her book the faect that Miss Jordan is
keenly appreciative to the charms of a
pretty doll may be a new bond of sym-
pathy, even though the girls themselveg
max have “outgrown such things.”

New Garden Magazine.

Feollowing on the success of their iwo
cemparatively new magazines, “The
World's Work™ and “Country Life in
America,” Doulbleday, Page & Co.
announce a third magazine in an all
but untoucined field. “The Garden Mag-
azir}?." as it 'is to be called, will be
confined sirictly to gardening subjects.
It will be a ‘‘gardener’s reminder.”
pointing out the things to be done during
that month, ard the magazine will be
delivered 1o subscribers two weeks be-
fore the first of the month, in ampie
time to have the work well in hané.
Twenty-five departments cover all
branches of flower and vegetable gar-
dening, garden trees and shrubs, hot-
house and coldframe growing, indoor
plants and window-boxes, in varicus
parts of the country.

Songs by the Way.

Mrs. Marian Longfellow O Donoghue,
of this city, paublishes thrcugh . the

the case with “The Letters of Jebnigorham press an attractive book of
Bus to Charles Elic Norton™ isheort poems entitied “Contirasted
(Boaghton, Mifflin & Co.) - are. in i Songs.” About 160 songs of the sea,

of autobiography: ther | the fields and woods, twilight, and kin-

familiar and self-revelatory
herto printed. In

intirrate moo

P ciends,

giimpses of his work., and of the places
that he loved—Venice, Verona, Florence,

i Al Meonrex, and
interest
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3 iteresting and inti
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volumes.
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One in particulz
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re, are inciuded.
e the qualities of
spirit of real poetry.
“The Iris,” is re-
IoWing verses:

They never speak, and yet they nod
A friendly greating there,

And aill their beauty rcund me Seems
A fragrance ia the air,

They siand a &

= of vestals pure,

While on éac
The radiance ¢

cap there falls

Sun.

will have
A

of the Z

., Mrs. Long

1gford, z
Eilis, Mis. Henr; 1
s ' the Mi s ver, Miss
Durand, daughter of the British ambas-
sador. and Mrs. Humphrey.
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Mrs. Paul Morton, wife of the Secre-
1tz of the Navy. w! about her
il ultra-fashionabl« 11 as ol-
ficial society, will Mrs.

Frederick Dent
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ARMY PRECEDENCE
AT RECEPTION

The following interpreia e
been placed b he Chief of Staff on the
ircular recently issned from the War
Department directing officers of the

YWhite House
the President <

i rs on the retired list
| 1 eompany or foilow genaral afiivers
i of the (eneral Staf of like grade on the
acti
121 officers of staff co
t will accompany
cfficers on

. has with her for | army, in this city and vicinity, to as- ny or follew officers of their grac
r, Miss Haidene, | semble the office of the Chief of Stail pre@de officers of the nexi iower
on Xonday, amd proceed thence to th‘:‘ iist.
3

| . Book-Taught Bilkins Learns Phrenology.

i

1
i
i

Oh! yes, my friends, I understand phrenology perfectly. Youi
dispositions ar: Faown to me as an open hook

'l feave it t

correctly




